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Preface

This publication has a new name but, for all practical pur-
poses, it should be considered a second edition of the 1995 Texas
Center for Educational Technology publication Distance Education:
Research, Current Practice & House Bill 2128. And, like all new
editions, there is some new material that enhances the original
perspective. Readers familiar with the original publication will

find several new chapters and many additions in this volume.

Chapter 1 has been expanded with more discussion on the
definition of distance education. The rise of Internet-based course
distribution will certainly warrant another look at the definition
of distance education in the very near future. Perhaps, the best
model for those who are eager to begin this type of course distri-
bution is the literature regarding early correspondence school.
Internet-based course delivery will emerge as unique but, for the

moment, is “electronic” correspondence education.

Chapter 2 has been expanded with more current references
to the literature of the field of distance education. It is not in-
tended to be a review of the literature. Rather, it should be
viewed as a mini-annotated reference to some seminal works and
related journals in the field of distance education. Each was

selected for its unique perspective.

Chapter 3 is an update on the status of legislation affecting
the practice of distance education. Specific interest is attended to
House Bill 2128, the TIF Board Master Plan, Senate Bill 66 and the

Telecommunications Act of 1996.
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Chapter 4 has been revised to show selected examples of
. distance education as an instructional tool and to suggest ways in
. which the new Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) con-

: cepts can be infused into the distance education curriculum.

Chapter 5 is intended to be a review of the literature. It has

. been enhanced with segments from the research report prepared
by Robert Price, Judi Repman and David White of Texas Tech

. University. This report was Chapter 7 in the original publication.

. The report has been dismantled and spread out in Chapters 6, 7
and 8 of this edition. This, in no way, was intended to diminish the

- original contribution.

Chapters 6, 7 and 8 represent more in-depth perspectives on
the topics of instructional design for distance education, teaching

. techniques as a new skill set and the nature of evaluation of dis-

. tance education projects. They are designed to be “laundry lists”
of the current literature on those topics but they should not be

. considered exhaustive. In general, the content of the new chapters

. is a starting point for the processes discussed.

In addition, there have been updates and changes made to

. the Appendices. The contributions of scholars in the field have
been noted as appropriate. This is the case throughout the publica-
tion. Ken Blystone’s Educational Environments in Cyberspace for

- BBS Uses in Education has been moved into Appendix V.

It was stated in the first edition that this publication was
intended to be a “source of information that will introduce the
fundamental concepts to the uninitiated, and then proceed (in
. layman’s terms) to unfold the considerations leading to successful

. design and implementation of distance education for a school.”
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This publication is, with a new name, another step in that process.
We have all learned a little bit more about distance education.
And, we will continue to learn more and more with each new
distance education implementation. In addition, each new piece
of legislation that supports the growth of distance education will

provide opportunities for more investigation.

Mark Mortensen
Denton, Texas

1997
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