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of Technology in Texas Schools

Technology Plays a Major
Role in New Approaches to
the Education of Teachers
and Students in the SWT-CPDT

“The SWT-CPDT
program encompasses
school districtsin several
communities.”

San Marcos Independent School District

I ntroduction

The necessary ingredients were
there at the sametime. And they
came together for a harmonious
collaboration. A university recog-
nized a need to do a better job of
preparing teachers for our techno-
logical age. A school district
recognized the need to provide
more appropriate education in our
technological age. A local tele-
phone company wanted to install
fiber-optic connectivity, both as an
aid to education and as an invest-
ment in their own future.

So when Dr. John Beck, dean of
the School of Education at South-
west Texas State University
(SWT), invited the San Marcos
Consolidated Independent School
District to collaborate in a new
approach to professional develop-
ment for teachers, the answer was
an enthusiastic YES. That the
three entities were all local to San
Marcos, Texas, was an added plus,
though not a necessary one. In
fact, the program, now in its

second year as one of severd
Centers for Professiona Develop-
ment and Technology (CPDT)
throughout Texas, began with
Bowie Elementary School in San
Marcos and Highland Park El-
ementary School in Austin serving
asinitia field sites. Goodnight
Junior High School in San Marcos
and McCallum High School in
Austin have since become partici-
pating sites, and the program has
even extended itself to severd
neighboring communities, includ-
ing Elgin (55 miles away), Kyle,
New Braunfels, and Wimberley.
Indeed, geographic proximity is not
So important afactor as it once
was. Inthiseraof telecommunica
tions, collaborating parties can be
at large distances from one other.
What is needed is avision of what
can be accomplished and awilling-
ness to make the effort and run the
risk.

While the SWT-CPDT program
encompasses school districtsin
several communities, this issue of
IMAGES focuses on San Marcos
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“The SWT-CPDT
program in and around
San Marcosis astory
about technology in
education.”

which is the hub of the activity.
The SWT-CPDT program in and
around San Marcos is a story about
technology in education. Butitis
much more than just that. Itisa
story of preparing teachers (exist-
ing professional staffs and also
college students preparing for
teaching careers) to give young
students the best educational
experiences possible and to make
the best use of technology as atool
in that endeavor.

TheSWT-CPDT
Concept

The SWT-CPDT
teacher education
program, a collabo-
ration between
Southwest Texas
State University

. and participating

* school districts, had
- itsinception three

' years ago with the
receipt of a $30,000
planning grant from
the Texas Educa-

-, tion Agency (TEA).
‘ Separately fromits
traditional curricu-
lum of teacher
preparation, South-
west Texas State
would inaugurate a
new field-based

SWT Professor of Curriculum and Instruction Patrice Werner works block program in

with a group of Bowie studentsin the CPDT classroom as SWT

students observe from the SWT campus.

which sdected

San Marcos Independent School District

interns would be assigned to an
elementary school for a semester,
not as “gophers’ for the regular
teachers, but as interns observing
and participating in meaningful
tasks. Each intern, for example,
would be required to develop and
administer several lessonsin which
technology as atool is one of the
required ingredients. Theinterns
would spend half of the day in the
classroom with the children and
half of the day being instructed as
SWT students. But thisinstruction
would not necessarily take place on
the SWT campus. By means of
interactive television (ITV) be-
tween SWT and Bowie Elementary
School (the SWT-CPDT headquar-
tersin San Marcos), teachers at the
university would instruct and
interact with interns located at
Bowie.

Elementary school principas were
asked to study the SWT-CPDT
concept and respond if they had an
interest in participating. Sarah
Lesak, principal of Bowie Elemen-
tary, quickly caught the vision and
submitted an enthusiastic response.
Study teams consisting of San
Marcos teachers and administrators
and SWT faculty worked together
and successfully submitted an
application to TEA for aCPDT
grant. The SWT-CPDT program
became aredlity ayear later (1992)
when the work of the planning
team, led by Dr. Patrice Werner (of
SWT) and Dr. Leslie Huling-
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Austin (LBJ Institute for Improve-
ment of Technology and Learning),
resulted in a Texas Education
Agency grant of almost one million
dollars. According to Superinten-
dent Dr. Tom Anderson, five
hundred and fifty thousand dollars
of that money went into the acqui-
sition of technology. Sarah

Lesak’ s Bowie Elementary School
became the SWT-CPDT headquar-
ters for San Marcos.

In enlisting the participation of her
faculty, Lesak wisely asked for
volunteers to participate in an
“opportunity.” It also helped that
Pat Curtin, already an established
and respected educator in SMCISD

i

\ ‘1
v

San Marcos Independent School District

was named SWT-CPDT Director.
Twelve teachers were among the
first volunteers, four more joined
after the first year, and now the
entire Bowie faculty are enthusias-
tic participants.

Lori Jackson, afourth grade
teacher, admitted initial apprehen-
sions, but now she says, “I don't
regret for one minute getting
involved.” In commenting on both
the help from the SWT interns and
the role of technology in the teach-
ing process, first-grade teacher
Claude-Dale Evans says, “I don't
know how we ever got along
without it. | can work so much
better and faster.” Her students do

their math and their journal writing
on the computersin her classroom.
Observations made by her first-
graders, committed to words and
sentences for their journals, adorn

“The SWT-CPDT
program incorporates
technology into atotally
new approach to teacher
education.”

Primary direction
for the SWT-CPDT
program has
emanated from (left
toright) Dr. Tom
Anderson, SMCISD
Superintendent; Dr.
Lionel "Skip" Meno,
Texas Commissioner
of Education; Dr.
Jerome Supple,
SWTSU President;
and Dr. John Beck,
SWTSU Dean of
Education.

Report Number Nine
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the wall outside their room. And
Nichole Morgan, one of the interns,
is excited and can’t wait to become
afull-time teacher.

The SWT-CPDT program incorpo-
rates technology into atotally new
approach to teacher education.
This approach features a profes-
sional development program built
around four strands: (1) technol-
ogy, (2) curriculum and content,
(3) teaching and administrative
processes, and (4) capacity build-
ing and collaboration. Asinterns,
the program’ s students receive
observation and participation
experiencein field classrooms
before formal student teaching
takes place. Theinterns spend half
of the day in classrooms working
with students and half of the day in
specially designed supplementary
university courses which can be
delivered to the Bowie field loca-
tionviathe TV network. ThelTV
network is also avehicle for field-
based integrated programs.

SWT-CPDT interns spend more of
their observation/participation time
actually teaching (about 27%) than
do traditional teacher training
students (18%), and they spend less
time (about 10%) correcting papers
and making things than do the
traditional trainees (31%). Empha-
sisis placed on student-directed
activities and away from teacher-
centered activities. Experience has
shown a substantial increase in the
percent of time that the K-4 stu-

“Using DS3 signals and
relatively low cost DS3
equipment for video
transfer methods, groups
of learners at each site
can see and hear students
and instructors at the
other sitesin real-time
settings.”

dents are free to locate themselves
in the classroom as desired (26% to
50%), the time spent on self-
produced activity (17% to 31%),
and the time spent in cooperative
activity (24% to 39%). Use of
workbooks is significantly down,
and use of paper and pencil and of
computersis significantly up.

Following are comments expressed
by interns who have participated in
the field-based block program:

“ Paticipating schools in
the SWT-CPDT program
are equipped with a
variety of technologies
such as computer labs,
additional computersin
the classrooms, and
libraries having multime-
diaresource centers.”

San Marcos Independent School District

“| was skeptical before the
program - fear of failure. Now
that | seel can succeed, I'm
very excited about teaching.”

“| feltlike | wasinafog. This
block made everything click.”

“ After teaching one lesson |
knew | was in the right profes-
sion. | can’t wait to get into
teaching.”

Technical Infrastructure

At the beginning of this decade, the
San Marcos Telephone Company
(now apart of the Century Tele-
phone Company) foresaw the
potential effectiveness of interac-
tive video and multimedia network-
ing as atool for school empower-
ment and community development.
A two-year planning effort in
1990-1991 resulted in the 1992
creation of the
TeleCommUNITY®© network with
three sites; San Marcos High
School, Southwest Texas State, and
the Gary Job Corps Center, coming
on-linewith an ITV classroom at
each site. The network, built on a
digital fiber optic backbone unique
to the State of Texas (and one of
six inthe U.S.), provides two-way,
full motion video with simulta-
neous audio and data capabilities.
The equipment configuration also
allows for satellite down links,
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VCR playing and recording, laser
discs, CD-ROMs, computer dis-
plays, and even remote control of
computers at the remote site.

Using DS3 signals and relatively
low cost DS3 equipment for video
transfer methods, groups of learn-
ers at each site can see and hear
students and instructors at the other
sitesin real-time settings. This
“continuous presence” capability
eliminates the need to manually
switch the video and audio signals,
asin ascanned network. The
teachers prefer this continuous
presence network which more
closely approximates a self-con-
tained classroom than does a

San Marcos Independent School District

manually scanned network.

In 1993, two additional sites joined
the TeleCommUNITY © network:
the site at Bowie Elementary
School, and a second site at
SWTSU (at the Alkek Library).

Participating schools in the SWT-
CPDT program are equipped with a
variety of technologies such as
computer labs, additional comput-
ersin the classrooms, and libraries
having multimedia resource cen-
ters. At Bowie Elementary, the
computer lab is equipped with 26
M acintoshes and supporting print-
ers, scanners, CD-ROM drives, and
amultimedia station. In addition to

Congressman Greg
Laughlin (left)
discusses the
successes and future
implications of the
SWT CPDT program
with Project Director
. Pat Curtin and
Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Tom
b Anderson.

keyboarding and regular classroom
instruction which integrates tech-
nology into the curriculum, the lab
isused by SWT students and by K-
4 students pursuing their own class
projects. Thelab is not used for
drill and practice. Donna
Bedingfield, lab facilitator, under-
stands the concepts and goals of the
CPDT program, and she cooperates
fully with regular staff, interns, and
students. Twelve of the Bowie
Elementary classrooms have two
telephone lines, one for voice and
one for data transmission. The
district, which covers this expense,
is attempting to respond to requests
for linesin additional classrooms.
A collection of software packages

1995

Report Number Nine



IMAGES . ..

Texas Center for Educational Technology

of Technology in Texas Schools

SWT pre-service
teachers (in the back)
man the station that
controls the monitors
inthe CPDT
classroom at Bowie
while other students
work collaboratively
onaproject. The
monitors connect
BowiewithSWTand
Gary Job Corps. a

is available, including, among other
things, ClarisWorks, Kid Pix, Math
Rabbit, Slide Show, SuperPaint,
and Storybook Weaver.

Bowi€e' s computers are connected
with an Ethernet local area net-
work, and a direct 56kB line, via
Southwest Texas State, gives them
unlimited accessto TENET and to
the Internet. A similar connection
is being planned for Kyle Interme-
diate School, also aSWT-CPDT
site. The kids have become adept
at using both the Internet and the
classroom telephones for research
activities. Susan Kasper’s students
use the Internet often for projects
and information gathering, result-

ing in a“classroom without walls.
Bowie's principal, Sarah L esak
carries on local and distant E-mail
communication on aregular basis.
Lucy Cochrane, the SWT-CPDT
technology specialist, maintains
and supports all CPDT equipment,
in addition to providing training to
SWT faculty and students, public
school faculty, parents, and com-
munity members. She frequently
conducts CPDT presentations for
visitors and at conferences. Lucy

a so defines the technology integra-
tion portion of the professional
development center for both the
SWT pre-service teacher program
and the participating public
schools.

m San Marcos Independent School District

Other TdeCommUNITY®
Activities

In addition to their fundamental
rolein the SWT-CPDT program,
the ITV classrooms and their fiber
optic backbone are a'so used in
other capacities. As has been
previously mentioned, one of the
classroomsis at the Gary Job Corps
Center, which is the second largest
technical training center in the
United States, and which draws
students from around the nation for
technical training. Presentationsin
their World of Work program are
available to parents and othersin
the community vialTV. Similarly,
calculus courses at SWT are
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available to high school and job
corps students at their own respec-
tive locations. And one of Dr.
Anderson’s plans is soon to begin
making high school courses avail-
able to the job corps students so
they can earn a preferred high
school diplomarather than a GED.

The PATH Mathematics (Partner-
ship for Access to Higher Math-
ematics) program is another ex-
ample of the ITV classroomsin
action. By linking the university
directly with the high school, 8th
and 9th grade students (64%
minority and 44% economically
disadvantaged) who have been
tracked out of the algebra/lgeometry
curriculum can get comprehensive,
hands-on pre-algebrainstruction
which enables them to compete in
the mainstream math curriculum.
The Gary Job Corpsisasoin-
cluded in the PATH Mathematics
program.

Staff Development

The SWT-CPDT program offers
some unique professiona develop-
ment opportunities for teachersin
the participating schools. The
Teacher Fellows Program, based
on ano-additional -cost program
between Southwest Texas State and
the participating school districts,
provides selected graduate students
to the districts as Teacher Fellows.
These Fellows, who are fully

San Marcos Independent School District

certified teachers, participate in
these assignments as first-year
teachers. In exchange, participat-
ing districts select master class-
room teachers having five or more
years experience to serve as Ex-
change Faculty Teachers. These
master teachers are released from
classroom assignments to supervise
and co-instruct in the undergradu-
ate teaching program at SWT and
to serve as on-site induction sup-
port teachers for the Teacher
Fellows. In addition to receiving a
stipend and benefits from SWT,
Teaching Fellows have the oppor-
tunity to earn a fifteen month (one
school year and two summers)
Masters Degree.

During thefirst year of the CPDT
program, professional devel opment
among San Marcos teachers was
encouraged by releasing the teach-
ers one day aweek for develop-
ment activities. The second year,
after amajority of teachers had
become technically competent,
release time for development was
reduced to one day a month.

A summer program titled Promot-
ing Educational Excellence offers a
series of one-day workshopsin a
wide variety of computer and
education topics. These work-
shops, many of which are taught by
San Marcos CISD teachers, are
attended by teachers from outlying
areas as well as from San Marcos
itself. A Reading Reflection

Roundtable, with 73 participants
from area schools, was so success-
ful that three are being offered
during the current school year. In
addition, anationally known
consultant will be brought in each
semester, followed by action labs
and reflection groups.

Community Relations

Another success enjoyed by the
school district isits relations with
parents and with the community in
general. A popular series of
Thursday evening classes at Bowie
attracts community members of all
ages. Anyone interested in the
computer topic of the eveningis
welcome. On one occasion, a SWT
professor was quite surprised to
find himself and some elementary
school studentsin the same class.
And imagine the good feeling that
must have come, on another occa-
sion, to ayoungster with a poor
self-image as he showed a class-
mate (another SWT professor) how
to use a mouse.

Saturday parent-pupil workshops,
also at Bowie, have proved popular
enough to require a second section
to accommodate the demand. A
total of 128 children and 126 adults
attended the six workshops held
this past spring. These workshops,
which are intended to help parents
develop closer relationships with
their children’s school in anon-

1995
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threatening technical setting,
involve parents and community.
The parents attend as the students,
and their children are the teachers.
Each workshop focuses on learning
to use a software package such as
SuperPaint, TurboMath, and Kid
Pix to produce greeting cards,
perform mathematical exercises,
and construct graphical presenta-
tions. Some typical parental
comments about the Saturday
workshops are:

“| enjoyed working with
my son immensely. Please
continue to provide thisto
the children and parents.”

“ This was a wonderful oppor-
tunity for my child to show his
computer skillsto me.”

“1 enjoyed working with my
son immensely. Please con-
tinue to provide this to the
children and parents.”

Last January, Bowie and CPDT
sponsored a“Kids Conference,” a
Saturday morning program in
which the kids participated in a

wide variety of presentations to the
parents. The conference, which
featured a number of science and
computer-related presentations,
also covered other aspects of
school life such as poetry writing,
Bowi€ s discipline program, and
even anger management. Fifth-
graders Ledlie Lewis and Paige
Crews won a contest for the best
computer generated design for the
cover of the conference’s printed
program.

Outside the auspices of CPDT, a
PTA fun night last year was orga-
nized around three activities: a
magician, a Halloween activity,
and computer lab activities. Con-
trary to what one might expect, the
computer lab was the area of
highest interest and attendance.
The children were eager to demon-
strate their skillsand the lab’s
capabilities to their parents.

Pat Curtin suggests that these
various programs are responsible,
to alarge degree, for the high level
of parental interest and support.
“Parental volunteer interest is
overwhelming,” she states.

Accolades and Recognition

The San Marcos candleis not being
hidden under a bushel. It has, in
fact, received national and interna-
tional attention. A contingent of
Polish educators, including a

m San Marcos Independent School District

member of the Polish Parliament,
while on atour examining United
States education, spent alarge part
of their one day in Texas learning
about the SWT-CPDT professiona
development program and experi-
encing instruction in Bowie' s1TV
classroom. Their visit to San
Marcos was hosted by the Texas
House of Representatives Commit-
tee on Public Education. The San
Marcos guest book also contains
the names of visiting Russian and
Puerto Rican educators.

Greg Laughlin, U. S. Congressman
from Texas's 14th district, visited
Bowie Elementary School last
February to observe the partnership
among San Marcos CISD, SWT,
and Century Telephone Company.
When the heads of the State De-
partments of Education from all 50
states came to Austin last Septem-
ber for a State Education Network
Workshop, Gayle Gaston of High-
land Park Elementary in Austin and
Connie Stout, TEA, arranged for
them to visit Highland Park for
hands-on and focus group activities
inthe CPDT program.

The San Marcos CISD received
praisein its annual School Perfor-
mance Review by the Texas Office
of the Comptroller. The report
from Comptroller John Sharp to
Governor Richards and to members
of the 73rd Legislature honored
San Marcos with six commenda-
tions, one of which was for the
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A delegation of
educators and
government officials
from Poland experi-
ence the potential of
the ITV classroom at
Bowie Elementary

School.

Bowie Elementary
School third grade
students demonstrate
their computer
knowledge for
Congressman Greg
Laughlinin the
computer lab provided
by the SWT CPDT
project.
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“impressive installation” of the
SWT-CPDT program and the
positive attitudes it has fostered. In
celebrating the first year of the
SWT-CPDT program, Lionel
Meno, Texas Commissioner of
Education, applauded the efforts of
the program in providing “real-
world” experiences for the SWT
student trainees.

In January, agroup of representa
tives from several TEA Regional
Service Centers and administrators
from Dibol 1SD visited the SWT-
CPDT projectsin San Marcos.
These groups, who were interested
in learning more about the technol-
ogy of distance learning, came to
see SWT student teachersin the
SWT ITV classroom observing
instructional practicesin the Bowie
ITV room. They also saw how
high school students are able to
take SWT classesvial TV, how
Bowie students make videotape
presentations, and how students
can interact with SWT classrooms
and with other San Marcos classes.
Bowie teachers Margie Scull and
Susan Kasper demonstrated how
they are using HyperCard and
telecommunicationsin their class-
rooms. A project by a San Marcos
high school student who surveyed a
calculus class taken interactively
through SWT was also demon-
strated.

In May, agroup of educators from
the East Texas Learning Interactive

10

Network Consortium (ET-LINK)
visited the ITV classroom at Bowie
to learn what the room looks like,
how the interaction occurs, and
how the SWT-CPDT utilizes their
classroom.

Margie Scull and Susan Kasper
were recently recognized at the
annual meeting of the Texas
Computer Educators Association
by winning two of the four state-

“Thekidsloveto
come to school...
Disciplineisnot a
major problem.”

wide awards presented at the
meeting. Scull won the Teacher
Prepared Materials Contest for her
HyperCard stack on the history of
San Marcos, a multimedia presen-
tation now used by the entire third
grade at Bowie for their educa-
tional unit on the community.
Kasper received the Professional
Development Scholarship which
she used to develop an Internet-
based mentoring program for
Southwest Texas education stu-

San Marcos Independent School District

dents who work under her direction
as pre-service teachers. “I am
seeing the edge that SWT students
are getting,” she explains. “They
could help others with tips for
being a good teacher as they
communicate with students from

all over theworld.”

Evaluation and Results

Positive results are evident from
this SWT-CPDT program. It is not
yet time to compare TAAS scores,
but Dr. Anderson is expecting
significant improvements. If you
ask Sarah Lesak about her results at
Bowie, you should be prepared to
sit back and listen. Bowie hasthe
highest attendance records and
lowest absencesin the district.
“The kids love to come to school,”
she proudly states. “Disciplineis
not amajor problem.”

The annual parental opinion survey
has been extremely positive over
the past three years. Teacher
motivation and morale are high.
“We have atrue family atmo-
sphere,” explains Lesak. “Wefully
support each other. When one
wins an award (and this has hap-
pened on several occasions since
becoming a CPDT site), we all
win.”

With regard to teacher training, Dr.
Beck reports that those participat-
ing inthe CPDT field-based block
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program are, as agroup, perform-
ing measurably better than those in
the traditional teacher training
programs. “They score 5-7 points
better on their EXCET exams,” he
States.

“CPDT wasa‘good’ idea,” states
Sarah Lesak. “Its graduates hit the
ground running.”

Teacher Satisfaction

Lori Jackson’ s fourth-grade room
istypical of other classrooms at
Bowie. Students sitin small
groups around tables or in other
arrangements according to the
needs of their projects. When they
need certain information obtainable
from the computer, they go to one
of the networked Macintoshesin
the room and get it. This may
involve accessing reference mate-
rial on their local network, or it
may involve traveling the Internet
which is availabl e throughout the

“The biggest change in
my teaching has beenin
the technology aspect. |
am so excited about the
technology in my class-
room.”

San Marcos Independent School District

day. Or they may pick up the
telephone (which isin most class-
rooms) and call alocal business or
alocal expert for needed informa-
tion.

Telephones in the classroom are
greatly appreciated by Bowie's
faculty. How do teachers fedl
about incoming calls from parents
or administration? They much
prefer them to public address
system interruptions. And the
ability for teachers and students to
cal out is viewed as a positive
plus.

Pat Curtin says that technology
causes teachers to change the way
they teach. Theteachers at Bowie
agree. Listento Mari Moraes.

The biggest change in my
teaching has been in the tech-
nology aspect. | am so excited
about the technology in my
classroom. The computers are
used in so many ways that |
wonder how we ever got along
without them. | see limited-
English speakers doing won-
derful writing and composing
on the computer. Thetele-
phone has also been invaluable
to me and my children. It not
only gives the children a
feeling of security to know their
parents are only a phone call
away, it is a valuable research
tool in the classroom.

And how do the teachers feel about
their working relationships with the
SWT interns? Rhonda Carnes
says, “Working with the SWT
students has been a very positive
experience, and they are very
competent and professional. We
share thingsthat | wish | had
known prior to my first year of
teaching.” Pam Thomas adds, “I
especially appreciate the SWT
students in my classroom. At first |
felt alittle intimidated with having
someone in my room. However,
after one semester, | was asking
“When will | have CPDT students
again? They are such an asset to
both my kids and myself.”

So are the teachers happy with
SWT-CPDT and what it has done
for them? Mari Morales seemsto
be speaking for all:

| am so very glad that | did not
let my fears dictate my decision
to participatein the CPDT. |
have truly been happy as an
educator and do not regret the
time and effort that has been
part of this project. | will
never be able to go back and
teach theway | did for 15
years. You have changed me
forever.'

Report Number Nine 1995 M1
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(Left) ST pre-service teacher students receive hands-on
work in the profession, benefiting not only their educa-
tion, but also the education of San Marcos CISD
students. Here a SWT student works one-on-one with a
Bowie third grader.

(Below) Bowie teachers are frequent guestsin the CPDT
lab as they work with CPDT staffers on new learning
techniques and other continuing inservice. Above,
teacher Curtis Wubbena works with a group of students
in the lab.

12 San Marcos Independent School District Report Number Nine 1995



TECHNOLOGY PROFILE
OF
San Marcos ISD

LOCATION: San Marcos, acommunity of 29,000, is 30 miles southwest of Austin on
Interstate 35. At the edge of the Hill Country, San Marcos is the home of Southwest
Texas State University (SWT) and the Gary Job Corps.

NUMBER OF SCHOOL SAND STUDENTS: The San Marcos Consolidated Independent
School District (SMCISD) consists of one high school, one alternate high school, one
junior high school, one intermediate school, four elementary schools, and one pre-
kindergarten center. A second junior high school is currently under construction. Total
school population is 6,600 students.

TECHNOLOGY SUMMARY: Two classrooms (the high school and Bowie Elementary)
are equipped for two-way interactive audio and video communication. Digital fiber
optic lines connect with two similar classrooms at SWT and one at the Gary Job Corps.
Computer |abs on each campus are equipped with networked Macintosh computers
communicating via Ethernet. Bowie Elementary also has classrooms with two or three
networked computers, telephones, and convenient access to the Internet via a direct 56
kB lineto SWT.

TECHNICAL CONTACTS: Lucy Cochrane, Technology Specidist, (512) 396-6878,
cochrane@tenet.edu; Charles Mize, Director of Special Programs and Technology,
(512) 392-7070, cmize@tenet.edu.

San Marcos ISD




IMAGES of Technology in TexasSchools ispublished by
the Texas Center for Educational Technology, a part of the
Academy for Research and Professional Development in the
College of Education at the University of North Texas.

This series of TCET Reports features Texas educators who
each possess several common characteristics: a willingness to
takerisks, adriveto seethepotential of all studentsrealized, and
abelief in the power of educational technology.

Inside the pages of each report, you will see how Texas
teachers and administrators are developing new ideas about
teaching and learning using technology. Y ou will get aglimpse
of how their ideastook form, how they got funding, and how they
built their technology infrastructure. Y ou will hear about their
search for results, and their hopes of expanding each child's
intellectual capital by bringing multimedia global information
into each classroom.

Y ou will hear the stories of new Texas pioneers, educators
who bravely travel new, uncharted eectronic highways, in order
to take their students to a new century. 3‘

IMAGES isaTexas Center for Educational Technology (TCET) report.
Reference to vendors is made in the interest of disseminating information
to TCET members and does not serve as a product endorsement.

Printi ng of this publication sponsored in part by...

0 ZWCENTURY

&‘ TELEPHONE ENTERPRISES, INC.
\

an Marcos Independent School District

Report Number Nine

1995



%tce Texas Center for Educational Technology

The Texas Center for Educational Technology (TCET) stands as one piece of an impressive infrastructure created by the Texas Education Agency to bring
the benefits of technology to Texas public schools. At the heart of TCET’s research and development agenda lies its mission: to promote research and
development collaboration between industry and education in order that technologies and applications can be integrated into the public school system.

TCET’sorganizational structureis uniquely collaborative. Public school educators, teacher training institutions, and technology vendors work together,
sharing perspectives and creating a dynamic environment aimed at restructuring Texas public schools to meet the challenges of the 21st century.
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Feedback on IMAGES:
199% RepORT NINE

Dear Educator:

Y our feedback is very important to usto help improve our collaborative activities with Texas schools!
TCET would like your input on the value/useful ness of the information in thisissue, and your thoughts or
suggestions for future issues.

= Your comments on value/usefulness of this issue

= Your suggestions on articles for future issues of IMAGES

Thank you!
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