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wiite them down”

“This year we have a student with
severe learming problems who had
difficulty with the sixth grade and
seventh grade. Ths mother
expressed concern about his being
in Mr, Beeler's class because it
wonld Be too hard, [ asked her to
give him a chanee — he’s smart

“Licktcig believes
MacCSILE lets the
students emulate things
that adults do”

Pt e just has some expression
problems, Well, his mom come to
me last six weeks intears — he o
a M social studies, the highest
grade of anyone in the eighth
graile. He's heen m special
education resources his whole life!
But he was successiul Because he s
bright, but he needed some help
with the writing pan.” Dr.

Mo Eoeneie saul,

Lickieig belivves MacCSILE lets
the students emulate things that

adults do. “You watch the class,
and they are working like mature

adulis; they work a while, then
they "1l stop and chat for o few
seconds, then they 'l get back 1o
work. [T they need help, they will
oo il the person who can give
them help. Maybe they need o
bring several people wgether 1w
accamplish a sk, the same way
sord sl T awould work, 5o the
computer and a network of
computers allows that to oceur, and
we add o our weleconumumcations,
o o, wee bove o maden that
seme of our students already use,
Lickters sad.

“Weve really been forunare tha
we grel along really well,” Beeler
saicd laughing, “because we speid a
lat of hours on this project.

English and history really go well
together. English supports all my
skills | meed 1o teach history;
writing, reading and rescarch.”

Al i really works well ot this
schonl becawse we are on the block
svateim,” said Lickieiz, “So out of
am cight-period day, there ane two
J5-minute periods devoted w
language ans and one o histery, <o
for the novel project, students con
devote three periods,” he adided.

Lickteig also agrees with D,
Mokenae™s assessment of what the
project docs for those with learmning
disabalities. “Their sell-esteem
skyrackets because they realize
they are ahle o panticipate m the
same projects that the “briains”

participate in, and they can make a
contribution. They see their writing
posted in the system. and they can
use their technoelogy correctly,

Many of them are different 1ypes of

learners, so they can wse graphics
and present their knowledge in
different ways, A lot of these same
kids just would not sit stll for a
teacher standing in front of them all

“Their self-esteem sky-
rockets because they
realize they are able 1o
participate in the same
projects that the “brains
participaie in, and they
can miake a contribution.”

the time,” Lickteig said.

“AL the fimt of the year we spend
seme time on how your mind
works, and it helps the students
undlerstand where they are in terms
of doing research amd s use m the
Classroom,” RBeeler saud, “We wse
Bloom’s Taxonomy. talk abou
moral development, and 1alk abam
thinking about thinkinz. This leads
us into MacCSILE because their
fiesl assignment =2 7 You have just
crashed landed onoa planet m the
vear 2525 and 1 wall ke nine
minths for your ship to be



