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He arud | had talked For vears abow
howwe B has always taught in the
antithesis of his learming stvle and
has been very fruseraned, 1 felt if
we didn™ get him 1o change. he
would leave teaching. T didn’
have a clue abom what computer
backgrounds cither one had,” Dr,
McKenzie said.

When the program started. D,
MeKense™s expectalion wis “just
Lo see what happened.”™ She spent a
lot af time reassuring Recler and
Lickieig thot it wis okay not 1o do
every lessom and every spelling
word, and 1o gust give the new
prowram a chance, She asked
Beeler what he wamed the students
o knoswe about Amernica and its
culture when they left midile
schoal, s answer was o have
students who want 1o be good
citizens. who want 1o understand
the law, wha respect each mher,
amed who have respect for where
they came from amd where other
peaple come from,  “To me that s
a much more outstanding goal than
memorzing the presidents,™ D,
MuoKenyie waid,

"When 1 walk mio g classroom, it
appears somew hat choaie;
evervindy is doing different thines.
But the students know whiai they
are doing. ask the students 1o tell
mie what is paing on. They explain
how their team is working on a
problem, amnid how one team
mcmber is going o the likrary

Pecavse she knows sosmebaody at
UT who could provide a needed
answer, When | ask them how this
program i different froom that of
previows history ¢lisses, they say,
"This s more Tun.” Then | ask if
they are actually learming anyihing.
O, you wouldn't believe,” they'd
s Y OL usl can” mse
encyvelopedias when yvou do this
kimd of research. They are really
Fome. They re just 1o general, and

“I 2ot a really cerie
feeling as 1 sat in their
classroom that we were
definitely on 1o some-
thing here!™

they re nol prinury sonrces ™

“Primary research—I» learmed thiat
in graduate school! 5o 1 asked
them how they pol primary
sources.”

"We're researching whether or not
aman who came to America in the
FrRch could support limself by
being a cabbler in Virginia,” the
students told me. T ihen asked if
they just comkdn™ ook up the word
“cobhler’ o find o, “Thot™s just o

definiion,” they said, “and it
wouldn't give us what we need.
We have 1o look through all our
tilferent resources, and sometimes
we even have 1o call people who
are experts i the field,” And |
thowght 1o myself, what a novel
idhea,”

Another outcome that Dr.
Mebocigie and her teachers liked
wirs that the students could critique
cach other, “Middle school is the
aze of crinicism,” Dir, Mekenrie
saiil, “and they re challenging
themrse ves and thear oven values,
They can be very nasty to cach
other. But the students began o
wse this developmental ability 1o
critigue in i nice way, As they
typed up their work. they wonld
ask cach other questions,
mometimes, sinee they were
working on teams, they would tell
each other about finding something
that might help another team. 1 got
areally eerie feeling as | sat in
their classroom thatl we were
definitely on to something here!™

“MacCSILE faciliates that. I
allows 120—2H) or even 800
studlents o access a comprehensive
data base simultaneously. Tt allows
me. Il;'.'ill_']'lf..'!'h-, FI:II'I.:]'I'lli. T
whomever, to ook in o it at iy
time and either edit the data base or
help them (stwdems). The teachers
WETE PCUINE IpElient W see o
product result From all of this, so 1
msked them what they wamed,



