peer commmunicaion, shared
mlarmation, publication. and
e comsulianom,

“My philosophy on general
education and children is that any
chald can leam if vou do the right
thing=." D, McKenzie said, “But
for venrs we vie been using 4
strictly auocraic form of
instruction, and 90 percent of the
reople Tknow are visual, or
dynamic. My background is in
special educatiom, and 1 have a lot
af trsining in using a variety of
technigues 1o teach, In 1977 [ wis
using an Apple computer in my
clivssmoom. and it wasn L even an
Apple T We loaded i with a
casseile and measured our success

Lrodtere e ared Recler are
ruei vedy pgliflerent e frer

Wik v visd, el

on how many times we could get i
o lowul !

WAL 1 wve seen from teachers e
supervised s a real fear of the
hardware and a real mept way of
using i, [1s wsed as drill and kill,
and is pot effective. even with
wour lower-level students, There
e I:"nj}' S0 IEnY times WO can
hoak them up o something like
that before they get really bored,™
[, MceKenzie added.

She credits two things for much of
her school™s improved vse of
technology
Joumalism program that was
already using computers when she
came w West Ridge six years ago,

an meovaive

and @ strong assistant-superimendent
for curciculum mnstruction, who
convinced the school board 1o et
teachers have computers in their
classrooms, not just inoa lab setting,

“The first couple of years we spent
our time trying 1o get money 1o buy
computers. Although many people
consider our district wealthy, we're
not, We have the same technology
funding as anybody else, so we
l'-ﬂ-'g1 we coeree, and we convinee
peaple to give us compulers,

W ve got 90 computers that could
be used in the classroom. and we
have a computer teacher and a five-
vear lechnology plan,”™

"But as a staff we have decided we




